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Smart Women Eat Steak, Talk Finance with 'Sage of 
Omaha' 
 
Contact: Janet Sassi 
212-636-7577 
fallersassi@fordham.edu 
 

Warren Buffett whispers a stock tip  
to Samantha Beattie, FCRH '09. 

Photos courtesy of Samantha Beattie

Last year, a group of female Fordham students enlisted 
the help of Donna Rapaccioli, Ph.D., dean of College of 
Business Administration (CBA), to join with the Ivy League 
colleges Harvard, Yale and Columbia in opening campus 
chapters of a group that promotes women in business.  
 
The non-profit group, Smart Woman Securities (SWS), 
was created three years ago to help build a new 
generation of women with greater investment knowledge, 
fiscal responsibility and financial influence. 
 
“Their desire to start a Fordham chapter was inspiring to 
me, and I was delighted to support their efforts,” said 
Rapaccioli, who, as one of the youngest female deans of a 
major business school herself, has a personal interest in 
empowering women in finance. The campus chapter 
officially opened last semester. 
 
With the help of the CBA, five of Fordham’s SWS students 
recently traveled to Nebraska with the group for two days of networking with the "Sage of Omaha," 
Warren Buffett; the chief executive officer of TD Ameritrade, Joe Moglia, FCRH ’71; and other Fortune 
500 executives. The opportunity to meet and talk with some of the nation’s most successful 
businesspersons was “a real privilege,” said Samantha Beattie, FRCH ’09. 
 
“The trip gave us unprecedented availability to some really famous investors,” said Beattie, who majored 
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